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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
EAST COLUMBIA BASIN IRRIGATION DISTRICT


July 2, 2024


The special meeting of the Board of Directors of the East Columbia Basin Irrigation District was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Duaine Anderson.

Present were:
	















	Directors
Duaine Anderson
Reid Baker
Don Osborne
Dennis Swinger, Jr.

	Staff                      
Craig Simpson
Rosa Dekker
John McCourtie
Nate Andreini
Anna Franz
	Staff
Jon Erickson
Miriam Garcia
Odelia Linden


	
Visitors present: WA State Senator Judy Warnick and WA State Senator Mark Schoesler; WA State Representative Dye and WA State Representative Dent; Kristina Ribellia, GCCD; Christina Wyatt, BBEC; Paul Wollman, Michele Kiesz, Jennifer Korfiatis, Matt Kagele, Clark Kagele, Berend Friehe, Jerry Gross, Jeff Schibel, Ted Tschirky, Matt Harris, John Hyer, Mark Booker.

Visitors via teleconference: Willy Walters, Kirk Rathdrum, Mike Schwisow.

Manager Simpson welcomed and thanked everyone for attending. He opened the meeting up to public comments and questions. 

Senator Judy Warnick and Representative Tom Dent thanked the program partners for all the work that has been put into this plan from the beginning. 

Development Coordinator Erickson reported the EL 47.5 is operating at close to full capacity during the 2024 watering season. This is due to the newly contracted acres brought onto the system. He reported two new turnouts were constructed near Howard Rd. and are currently serving nearly 2,000 acres.

Development Coordinator Erickson reported construction has begun on the EL 86.4. The District crews have been constructing the intake structure for the delivery system while simultaneously welding the HDPE pipe that has been delivered. He reported construction is anticipated to be complete by the end of 2024. The District is planning on delivering to the landowners during the 2025 irrigation season. Landowners have
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received large RCPP grants as well as a WaterSMART grant for on-farm portions of their infrastructure.

Development Coordinator Erickson reported the EL 84.7 and EL80.6 continue being designed and are nearing completion.  Once 90% design is accepted by Reclamation and contracts are in place, with either or both of the delivery systems, the District may start the procurement process for the project(s). It is anticipated that both systems will be in the construction phase at the same time. He reported these delivery systems have received large amounts of funding for the public systems from landowners, WA State ECY/OCR, and NRCS RCPP grants.  This funding eliminates the District’s need to fund the construction of the delivery system with bonds and buys down the overall cost of the program subject to repayment requirements.

Development Coordinator Erickson reported both the EL 11.8 and EL22.1 continue in the design phase of the delivery systems. It is anticipated that one or both landowners will request the Board to take on the construction phase of the project(s).  He reported as of now, there have been large investments in the EL22.1 by the State of WA, however, it is not enough for the delivery system to begin construction. CBCD is engaded to assist in applying for the RCPP grants that have shown success on other systems in securing funding to build out in a “phased” approach.  

Director Coordinator Erickson reported the EL11.8 design efforts have been fully funded by the landowners. This delivery system is a challenge due to funding, location, and incomplete inclusion in the EIS.  The District, along with its Watershed Planning Team, are working on viable solutions to move toward the construction of this delivery system.  He reported the landowners have committed to $30,000,000 match contributions to the RCPP efforts. The Board has stated that if there are eligible state funds awarded through the state’s biennial budget for OCR’s OGWRP line item, that the District would fund $10,000,000 of the match contributions committed by the landowners. This would provide financial relief to landowners and allows RCPP grants to be submitted for construction funding of this challenging delivery system.

Development Coordinator Erickson reported there have been verbal requests from landowners to start a MOU process and enter design for certain delivery systems. There are currently five systems that are not depicted on the OGWRP delivery system map, and an additional three that are on the map that have requested to start the process.

Development Coordinator Erickson reported with recent inquiries for water delivery for the remaining acres in the OGWRP, staff had prepared a memo to assist the Board’s discussion of where to deliver the remaining contracts in the OGWRP area. He reported the Board has been briefed and is considering, under recommendation from staff, the remaining acres available and some criteria that might be useful in deciding on how to distribute these acres. Currently the District is authorized to contract and deliver 87,638.6 acres of replacement water under the OGWRP.  This authority comes from three different authorizations:

i.	Coordinated Conservation – 7,638.6 acres
ii.	LRIRP – 10,000 acres
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iii.	OGWRP – 70,000 acres

Development Coordinator Erickson reported of these authorized acres, the District considers 55,798.7 acres committed to either a constructed delivery system or systems that are under design and have been funded.  In the “committed acres” number, there are roughly 1,880 acres that will remain private delivery systems, however, they are still considered replacement acres as they have exchanged groundwater rights for surface water.

Development Coordinator Erickson reported there are an estimated 31,839.9 acres remaining to be contracted and delivered to and roughly 55,186 acres in requests to receive water; therefore, this leaves a deficit of acres requesting water totaling 23,346.1 acres.  He reported the Board will be determining how to navigate through the process of deciding where the acres will be allocated.

Development Coordinator Erickson reported it is well known that the State has adopted HB1752 regarding the ACQ test that has been historically challenging to the addition of acres under the CBP water rights.  He reported this step is the first of many that must be taken into account when evaluating how the CBP will gain access or authority to deliver to additional acres. Staff developed and displayed a flowchart to better describe the steps currently recognized as necessary to add acreage to CBP water rights.

Mr. Brian Kiesz asked if bonding is still off the table? Manager Simpson replied no, the Board hasn’t stated that it is off the table. Currently grant funds are being utilized, removing the need for District to go to the bond market, while also decreasing the normalized cost.

Mr. John Hyer questioned what the 10,000 acres are for. Manager Simpson responded that there are two-10,000 acres categories of potential additional water under the ARMWSC and both are conservation acres requiring completion of conservation projects and must be developed through expansion of current CBP water rights to serve additional acres.   

Mr. Jake Wollman Jr referenced the $5700/acre limit on public systems and asked if there will be an adjustment due to inflation. Manager Simpson replied, no, not at this time. 

Mr. Bernie Erickson asked what is the water availability and how much water is being transferred through the canal and returned to reservoirs? He also asked, “if we are keeping the waste, how much water would that be?” Manager Simpson responded, unless we line the canal it is unknown the exact amount of water being transferred and we would need to coordinate with South District to line their canal as well. 

Mrs. Michelle Kiesz referenced situations with temporary private systems and claimed that previous requests for temporary systems had been denied by the Board. She asked did the Board change a policy, there was a 2,500-acre limit and there are landowners who would like to do that as well. Manager Simpson responded nothing has changed, the opportunity is for everyone. The memo that was sent out was regarding individual pumping plants vs. landowner groups. Individual pumping plants 
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are allowed. Mrs. Michelle Kiesz asked if something can be publicized addressing what is allowed.

Mr. Ted Tschirky commented on the OGWRP and asked if you are limiting only close to the canal, how does that replace all wells? Manager Simpson commented that the program was never going to replace all the wells with the limited water supply and economic considerations of construction. . Director Swinger reminded the group that the reason the District is developing OGWRP instead of Reclamation was because of the cost benefit ratio and even though that was subsequently revised due to the planning rate change, Reclamation is still not interested in implementing the project. OGWRP is a voluntary program but it is not unlimited. Long term O&M cost are a consideration for all potential delivery systems. 

Senator Mark Schoesler requested information about changes to delivery systems and acres served from the delivery systems identified in the Alternative 4A. He further commented that delivery to Lincoln County was included in the original goals and that should not be abandoned now. 

Mr. Bernie Erickson asked why there cannot be more lakes like Banks Lake so they can stay full and drained out? Manager Simpson commented that the District conducted a reservoir study and new reservoirs are expensive and lose water through evaporation which does compatible with OGWRP. 

Mr. Jake Wollman Jr. stated with given challenges landowners are running out of water; what is the long term and short term plan as this is an emergency situation. He commented that 3 acre feet per acre is more water than landowners need and can it be shared. Manager Simpson stated that water spreading would require approval by Ecology and a contract amendment with Reclamation. Manager Simpson stated the District has been working on implementing OGWRP since 2013 and just recently landowners are expressing interest, probably since there is more potential grant funding available.

Ms. Kristina Ribelia with CBCD reported on the upcoming public scoping meeting that will be held on July 16th. She also reported that RCPP applications have been submitted for the EL11.8 and EL22.1and will hear back in October if funding is awarded. 

Ms. Sarah Higgins with CBDL reported that the focus now is on OGWRP completion. She also reported that Lobbyist Mike Schwisow will be retiring at the end of the year. 

At 2:24 p.m., there being no further discussions to come before the Board at that time, President Anderson adjourned the meeting. 



                                                                    __________________________________
                                                                      President
______________________________
Secretary
Minutes continue on page -2024-45-
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